










What is the purpose of a Universal Screener? 

Inform instruction 

Help determine if there are systemic needs in 

curriculum, instruction and/or environment 

Indicates potential problem in need of further 

investigation 

Evaluates specific skills to identify deficit area(s) 

Align instruction to student need 

Guide decisions about supplemental or intensive 

instruction 

































1st Grade Teachers  # Students # Assessed % Intensive % Strategic % Benchmark 
Mary  24 24 0 8 92 
Michelle 25 25 0 12 88 
Susan  24 24 0 25 75 
TOTAL 79 73 0 15 85 

Kindergarten Teachers # Students # Assessed % Intensive % Strategic % Benchmark 
Dawn  23 23 0 17 83 
Cynthia  21 21 5 33 62 
Kristy  20 20 15 20 65 
TOTAL 64 64 6 23 70 

2nd Grade Teachers # Students # Assessed % Intensive % Strategic % Benchmark 
Marilyn  19 19 5 16 79 
Christina 19 19 0 32 68 
Sheryl 19 19 11 21 68 
Kellie 19 18 0 28 72 
TOTAL 81 75 4 24 72 





























Exploring Emergent Developing Beginning Expanding 
Organization and 

Focus 
Discuss ideas for writing 

Draws pictures for an 

appropriate reason 

Completes story sentences and/or 

uses teacher prompt for stories 

and other writing 

Participates in classroom 

organizational strategies to plan 

writing 

Writes 1 sentence with name and 

telling part 

Discusses ideas and chooses a 

focus for stories or other writings 

Begins to Use organizational 

strategies to plan writing 

Writes at least 3 sentence stories 

in somewhat clear time order 

Beginning to write a paragraph 

with a main idea and two 

supporting details 
Indents the beginning of a 

paragraph 

States main idea 

Uses detail sentences to support 

the main idea 

Stays on topic 

Uses beginning, middle, and end 

Style Dictates or writes words to 

identify people and objects Uses naming words and action 

words to dictate or write 

complete sentences 
Begins to use descriptive words 

when writing 

Shows awareness of purpose and 

audience 

Uses different types of writing 

such as stories, poems, letters, 

and lists with prompting 
Writes for different purposes and 

to a specific audience or person 

Begins to use descriptive words 

to show detail 

Grammar Beginning to write words to 

express thoughts Writes moving from left to right 

and from top to bottom Writes in complete sentences 

Correctly uses singular and 

plural nouns 

Revises writing with help for 

others to read  

Includes details in writing  

sentences 

Beginning to use editing marks 

to revise writing 

Uses order words (i.e. Then) to 

show story order 

Nouns and verbs agree 

Begins to add correct endings to 

words 
Punctuation and 

Capitalization 
Writes capital and lower case 

letters of the alphabet Developing an awareness of 

different punctuation marks and 

their uses 
Capitalizes the first word of a 

sentence, names of people, and 

the pronoun I 

Begins to use  periods, 

exclamation marks, and question 

marks 

Attempts to use capitalization for 

most proper nouns 

Correctly uses commas and 

periods in writing  

Begins to capitalize titles 

Uses correct ending punctuation 

Uses correct punctuation for 

contractions 

Spelling Attempts to spell demonstrating 

an understanding of the sounds 

of the alphabet 
Puts letters and sounds together 

to form a word Correctly spells 3-4 letter words 

and grade level appropriate sight 

words 
Correctly spells all short vowel 

words that follow phonetic rules Correctly spells commonly used 

words 

Correctly spells words with long 

and short vowel sounds 



Bridging Fluent Proficient Independent Accomplished Exemplary 
Organization and 

Focus 
Attempts to find ideas for 

stories 

Begins to use organizers to 

discuss ideas for writing 

Uses paragraph form 

Finds ideas for stories 

through communication or 

media 

Uses organizers to discuss 

ideas for writing 

Creates single paragraphs 

with topic sentences and 

supporting details 

Attempts to use reference 

materials to find ideas for 

writing 

Uses appropriate organizers 

to stimulate writing ideas 

Attempts to use multiple 

paragraphs that include a 

topic sentence 

Writes multiple paragraphs 

supporting an idea or topic 

Uses organizers (column 

charts, semantic webs, flow 

charts, story maps, venn 

diagrams, KWL charts, and 

character maps) to discuss 

and prewrite with help 

Writes multiple paragraphs 

that clearly support the main 

idea 

Begins to use organizers to 

plan and pre-write 

independently 

Uses an organizer to plan and 

prewrite 

Writes following appropriate 

sequence 

Writes using multiple 

paragraphs that are fully 

developed 

Style Shows a variety of sentence 

beginnings 

Uses a  variety of descriptive 

words to show details in 

writing 

Begins to use a variety of 

sentence types 

Uses a variety of word 

choices 

Uses a variety of sentence 

types 

Sentences use descriptive 

language consistently 

Word choices begin to 

become more vivid 

Writes creative/detailed 

sentences 

Commonly makes vivid word 

choices 

Uses similes and metaphors 

Writes detailed and vivid 

sentences 

Writes using transitions to 

link paragraphs 

Writes for the appropriate 

audience 

Uses literary devices to 

enhance writing 

Grammar Subject and predicates are in 

agreement 

Begins to use pronouns, 

adjectives, and articles 

correctly 

Consistently uses correct 

endings 

Uses verb tense (past, 

present, and future) 

Uses pronouns, adjectives, 

compound nouns, and articles 

correctly in writing 

Creates sentences using 

adjectives, prepositions, and 

adverbs 

Developing a stronger use of 

a variety of sentence 

structures 

Demonstrates in writing  an 

understanding of the use of 

different parts of speech 

Uses regular and irregular 

verb tenses 

Most parts of speech are used 

correctly in sentences 

Uses compound sentences 

appropriately 

Uses appropriate tense 

Any grammatical error does 

not detract from the written 

work 

Work is edited and revised 

for meaning and clarity 

independently 

Punctuation and 

Capitalization 
Shows improvement in 

capitalizing proper nouns 

correctly 

Introduces the use of 

commas, dates, series, and 

addresses 

Capitalizes all proper nouns 

Uses commas correctly in 

dates, series, and addresses 

Begins to show awareness of 

and begins to capitalize 

quotations 

Begins to apply proper use of 

punctuation marks in written 

work 

Capitalizes titles of stories 

and beginnings of quotations 

Some use of quotations with 

dialogue 

Writing is without major 

capitalization errors 

Exhibits some use of  

commas in clauses and 

quotations 

Begins to use commas in 

compound clauses and 

sentences 

Uses correct capitalization  

(including quotations) 

Uses correct punctuation for 

everything 

Spelling Recognizes and uses 

common spelling patterns 

with resources 
Spells one syllable words 

with blends 

Recognizes common spelling 

patterns 

Makes appropriate changes 

to a word to make it plural 

Attempts to spell 2 syllable 

words correctly 

Applies common spelling 

patterns 

Uses  proper plural form for 

words 

Spells root and 2 syllable 

words correctly 

Can apply  prefixes and 

suffixes 

Attempts to spell 3 syllable 

words correctly 

Spells 3 syllable words 

correctly Spells multi-syllabic  words, 

prefixes, suffixes, 

contractions, and 

homophones correctly 
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Initial Meeting 

Student 
Initials 

Gender Race 

Grade & 

Teacher 

Initials 

Referring 
Individ 

Initials 

Primary Area 
of 

Concern 

Date of Initial 
Meeting 

Baseline 
Assmnt 

Data 

Instrument 
Used 

1. CC M C 2 / PS PS Reading 10-10-2007 ORF = 18 

NWF = 43 

STAR = 67 

DIBELS, 
STAR Rdg 

Follow-Up Meeting(s) 

Date of 1st 
Follow-Up 

Meeting 

Updated Assessment Data 
Date of 2nd Follow-

Up Meeting 
Updated Assessment Data 

Student still in PS? 
Yes/No 

11/20/2008 ORF = 30, NWF = 68  2/07/2008 ORF = 37, NWF = 78 Yes 

Referral to Special Education Testing 

Referred? 

Yes/No 

Referred by? 

Parent/Team 

Found Eligible? 

Yes/No 

If yes, what area? 

    



Three-Tiered Model of Intervention 

1-5% 
Tier 3:  Intensive, 

Individual Interventions 

•Individual Students 
•Assessment-based 

•High Intensity 

•Longer duration 

5-10% 
Tier 2:  Targeted Group 

Interventions 

•Some students (at-risk)  
•High efficiency 

•Rapid response 

80-90% 
Tier 1: Universal 

Interventions 

•All students 
•Preventive   

•Proactive 

Academic Systems 

1-5% Tier 3:  Intensive, Individual 

Interventions 

•Individual Students 
•Assessment-based 

•Intense, durable procedures 

5-10% Tier 2:  Targeted Group 

Interventions 

•Some students (at-risk) 
•High efficiency 

•Rapid response 

80-90% Tier 1: Universal 

Interventions 

•All settings 
•All students 

•Preventive  

•Proactive 

Behavioral Systems 

Adapted from Curl, B. et al “Within a RTI Context: A 3-Tiered Model of Research-based Reading Interventions Using 

the Five Big Areas of Reading,” presented at ISPA 2006. 








